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In the Matter of a Complaint by
Cynthia Penkotl Trumbull

File No_ 2009-057

AGREEMENT CONTAINING CONSENT ORDER FOR VIOLATION OF
CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTE § 9-608

This agreement, by and between Mary Markham (hereinafter. the "Respondent") and the
authorized representative of the State Elections Enforcement Commission is entered into in
..ç~j.iJünL;. v,,-i~h th.. It.:gulutioDS ;.;1' C0n~~(:Ci¡;.ut ~;U:.:.-. /\eLn~¡,"'s ~ 9-7b-S-4 ~iíd COi~;ìccti~ut
General Statutes § 4- I 77 (c). In accordance herewith. the parties agree that:

i. The Respondent is the legally designated treasurer of the Trumbull Democratic Town
Committee (hereinafter. the "TDTC"). Pursuant to General Statutes § 9-606(a). as
treasurer, the Respondent is responsible for receiving all contributions made to that
committee and reporting those contributions in accordance with the requirements of
General Statutes § 9-608.

2. The Complainant alleged that the Tinc received impermissible contribution from an

individual in the amount of $ i 250.

3. A contribution is deJined in General Statutes § 9-601a in relevant part as "Ialny .
payment... of money ... made on behalfofany political party.

4_ General Statutes § 9-6 I 2 provides, in pertinent part, as follows:

No individual shall make a contribution or contributions in anyone calendar year in
excess of . . . one thousand dollars to a town committee of any political party. . . .

CC¡1~i¿¡: Stututcs ~, 9-62:= furth(:ï pr0viJ\:~ in rdÇ~-ajit fJdr~ a:: fü!iuv,':-:

The following persons shall be guilty of illegal practices and shall be punished in
accordance with the provisions of section 9-623:

. . .

(i 0) Any person who. . . receives a contribution that is otherwise prohibited by any
provision of this chapter. . . .



6. The Respondent admits that in the April 10, 2009 Itemized Campaign Finance

Disclosure Statement (SEEC Form 20) for the TDTC she reported a contribution from
Martin Shapiro in the amount of $1250.

7. The Commission Ends, however, that no such contribution in that amount was made by
Mr. Shapiro Instead, the evidence establishes that Mr. Shapiro made a contribution in
the amount of$IOOO to the TDTC.

8. Due the Respondent's unintentional clerical error, however, that contribution was
combined with a separate $250 contribution from another individual which was not
reported separately. As a consequence, it merely appeared that Mr. Shapiro's

contribution exceeded the $1000 contribution limit

9 The Commission concludes that the R,~spondenl did not receive and M: Shapiro did not
make a contribution ;n exccss of $1 UOU to the .1 UTC. As such. the Respondent did not
violate General Statutes § 9-622 (i 0).

i O. Nevertheless, the Rcspondent admits that she did not provide an itemized accounting of
each contribution.

I i. Pursuant to General Statutes § 9-606 (a)(I), the Respondent was responsible for
reporting all contributions to the TInC in the manner specilied in section 9-608.
General Statutes § 9-608 directs the treasurer of each committee to provide an itemized
accounting of each contribution. See § 9-608 (c)(1 )("Each statement fìed under

subsection (a). (c) or (0 of this section shall include, but not be limited to: (A) An
itemized accounting of each contribution. if any. including the full name and complete
address of each contributor and the amount of the contribution_ . . .")

i 2. The Commission therefore concludes that the Respondent violated General Statutes § 9-
608 (c)(I) when she failed to itemize each contribution properly. The Commission
notes, however, that the Respondent's violation of General Statutes § 9-608 (c)(I) was
unintentionaL.

13. The Respondent admits all jurisdictional facts and agr,'es that this Agreement and Order
shall have the same force and eireet as " iinal decision and Order enlered after a lull
hearing and shall become linal when adopted by the Commission_ The Respondent shall
receive a copy hereof as provided in the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies § 9-
7b-56.

14. It is understood and agreed that this agreement will be submiiied to the Commission at
its next meeting and. if it is not accepted by the Commission, it is withdrawn by the
Respondent and may not be used as an admission in any subsequent hearing, if the same
becomes necessary.
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15. The Respondent wai ves:

(a) Any lurther procedural steps:
(b) The requirement that the Commission's decision contain a statement of

lIndings of fact and conclusions of law. separately stated; and
(c) All rights to seck judicial review or otherwise to challenge or contest

the validity of the Order entered into pursuant to this agreement

20. Upon the Respondent's compliance with the Order hereinaJier stated, the Commission
shall not initiate any Jurther proceedings against the Respondent with respect to this
matter.

ORDER

IT is lIERimy ORDERED that the Respondent shall henceforth strictly comply with the
requirements of Connecticut General Statutes § 9-608; and

IT IS FURTlIER ORDERED that the Respondent shall amend the April 10,2009 Itemized
Campaign Finance Disclosure Statement (SEEC l'orm 20) for the Trumbull Democratic
Town Committee to comply with the requirements of General Statutes § 9-608 by disclosing
the two separate contributions described herein.

Dated: /0 II OIU(1

For the State of Connecticut

BY (Q-Æ &~\ l-v;j6
Joan : Andrews, Esq.
Director of Legal Affairs and Enforcement,
and Authorized Representative
of the State Elections
Enj(ircement Commission
20 Trinity Street
I lartford. Connecticut

Dated: /09 /C. í

The Respondent. , 1 1
j I /./

/;.~ ~;' (1----~- --~L -
Mary l'rkham

Trumbull, Connecticut

~

Adopted this 2 I" day of October, 2009 at I ia~.t.lor conne.c~icut b vote of the Commission.r--L -
- u_ _ _ __ _ _ ...,. _________ __ __

Stephen Cashman. Chairman
By Order of the Commission
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