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NEWSLETTER

Chairperson Appointments May Now Be Amended on eGRIS

Attention Town Committees, State Central Committees, and all Political
Committees:

If your committee has a new chairperson, the committee registration can now

be amended on eCRIS!

Once the new chairperson has an eCRIS username and password, they can select
“Assume the Chairperson Role for an Existing Committee” from the Member
Home page.

You will then be given an opportunity to verify/edit your residential address to
ensure it is correct on the updated registration. After verifying or editing your
residential address, you can select your committee from the list and submit a
request for approval. Notice of the requested change will be sent to the
chairperson, treasurer and, if applicable, deputy treasurer using the email
addresses for them currently on file in eCRIS.

When approved, the new chairperson can amend the registration, adding or
deleting the treasurer and/or deputy treasurer when relevant. To designate a
new treasurer or deputy treasurer, they will need eCRIS accounts and you will
need to know their eCRIS usernames, email address, and telephone numbers.
Once the chairperson enters this information into the amended registration and
submits the registration for certification, the treasurer and deputy treasurer will
need to certify the registration. E mail notifications are sent to treasurers and
deputy treasurers once it’s time to certify a registration. After they certify it, the
chairperson can certify and submit for SEEC approval. Once the registration is
“Pending Approval,” SEEC staff will perform final verifications, such as treasurer
and deputy treasurer voter status, etc., and approve the registration.

A new video tutorial will be released soon and posted to our website to
explain this new process. In the meantime, you can call our eCRIS Help Desk at
860-256-2930 for further assistance.
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Opening a New Candidate Committee? Please Register
Electronically and Consider Your Committee Name Carefully!

Save yourself a trip and register electronically! Please see the second page of our January
newsletter for more information on electronic registration, available to all 2022 candidates and
committee chairpersons.

Also consider your candidate committee name carefully. CEP candidate committees are
required to have a federal employer identification number (EIN) affiliated with their committee
bank account as this number will be used to transfer the grant funds from the State into the

committee’s account and when these numbers don’t match the committee name it can cause
issues.

Returning candidates are encouraged to change their committee name each year (Smith 20 ,
rather than Smith for the 22nd) and obtain a new EIN each cycle, which is an easy process
can be done online through the IRS website. We have found that treasurers and campaign
staff have an easier time keeping track of documentation for each campaign cycle when the
committee names are different. It is also much easier for the State’s financial processing
systems to issue payments to campaigns when they have a different name and EIN for each /
cycle.

Once a committee registers with SEEC, it cannot change its name. If a candidate still chooses
to use the same committee name and the same EIN they used in the prior cycle, please be sure
the new committee’s name matches the previous committee’s name exactly. Also make sure
you have all of the documentation from the old EIN number that the bank may require for you
to open a bank account with the old name before you file a SEEC Form 1 with that name.

2022 Guides Now Available

The guides for General Assembly and statewide office candidates are now available, one for
those planning to participate in the Citizens’ Election Program and one for those who are not
planning to participate. There is also a newly released guide for candidates running for judge
of probate. In addition, we have posted 2022 addendums to the party committee guide and

traditional political guide. All guides and addendums may be found here.

STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION Volume 2, April 2022



https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/Newsletter/January2022newsletter.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/Newsletter/January2022newsletter.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/Publications/PubLanding

ER

Reminder - GEP Gampaigns Must Do Their Own Fundraising

For CEP candidates to qualify for a

public grant each cycle, they must demonstrate
public support for their candidacies from their
own constituents. Please remember that

only the candidate committees seeking to
participate in the Citizens’ Election Program may
solicit and receive the contributions they use to
qualify for a grant. Political committees, party
committees and special interest groups may not
solicit contributions to be used by the candidate
to qualify for the Program. The

candidate committees must demonstrate
enough public support to qualify for a grant
themselves, through their own committees.

State central committees, town committees,
and legislative leadership and caucus
committees may still assist candidates. Each of
these committees may spend up to $12,910 for
a senate candidate and up to $4,518.50 for a
representative candidate during the general
election campaign period on organization
expenditures, as well as for statewide office
candidates. These party and political
committees may pay for meet-and-greets for
the candidate, advisors or consultants to assist

the candidate, and, after a primary, or now, if
there is no primary in the particular race, pay for
certain advertisements called “party candidate
listings.” The candidate must, however, be
present at any such meet-and-greet to solicit and
receive their own contributions, and the party
candidate listings may not ask for contributions
to a CEP campaign or provide a direct link to a
CEP campaign’s online contribution page. The
communication may show the paying
committee’s support for the candidate,
encourage people to vote for the candidate,
and/or direct them to their general website for
more information — just not fundraise.

Generally speaking, individuals may also assist a
candidate in qualifying by volunteering for

their committee or becoming a solicitor for the
campaign. The Commission has recently
provided guidance on other ways individuals and
groups may assist candidates. See the CEP Guide
and/or the Party Committee Guide for more

information on party candidate listings and other
types of organization expenditures. See also
Declaratory Ruling 2018-01: Political Activity of
Organized Groups.

STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION

Volume 2, April 2022


https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/Guidebooks/2022CEPGuide.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/Guidebooks/2019PartyCommitteeGuideFINAL.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/DeclaratoryRulings/SEECDeclaratoryRuling201801.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/DeclaratoryRulings/SEECDeclaratoryRuling201801.pdf

Pre-Application Reviews for GEP General Assembly Campaigns

The Commission is offering one more chance for General Assembly campaigns to submit
documentation for a pre-application review (PAR) of potential qualifying contributions if they have
raised the qualifying contribution threshold plus an adequate buffer. This is a great opportunity
for campaigns, as the Commission has seen that this early review program greatly increases the
likelihood that campaigns will avoid continuances during the grant application season which
begins in late May.

Committees who are interested in a PAR must submit their materials between April 1st and April
11th along with their April quarterly filing. Please contact your elections officer to schedule an
appointment if you are interested in coming in for a PAR.

2022 CEP Grant Application Deadlines and Submission Appointments

The 2022 CEP grant application calendars are now available. The calendars list the weekly grant
application deadline dates and the corresponding Commission meeting dates. The General
Assembly grant application calendar can be found here while the statewide office grant
application calendar can be found here. Please note that grant applications (the CEP 15 and
accompanying materials) may not be submitted until May 18, 2022, which is the first grant
application deadline.

Once you have proof of ballot access and are ready to apply for a grant, make an appointment
with your elections officer! He or she will walk you through next steps and the required
documents to prepare and bring with you. We also encourage you to begin reviewing the
grant application review checklist to make sure you have all things in order when it comes time

for your appointment. Please note that we have moved to 55 Farmington Avenue in Hartford.
A conference room is available to us on the first floor of the building to facilitate our
appointments.
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CEP Grant Amounts - LAPIGS

For candidate committees applying early in the CEP season, please keep in mind that
the Commission awards a partial initial grant until it is certain whether a campaign is
entitled to a full initial primary or general election grant, and whether the general
election grant should be an unopposed, partial, or full grant.

These grant adjustments have been made since 2008, pursuant to Public Act 08-2.
Candidates for whom we have documentation establishing that they will have an
opponent in the general election but for whom we do not know whether there will be
a primary receive the primary grant amount, since it is lesser than the general electio
grant amount; therefore, it is the lesser applicable partial initial grant amount
(“LAPIG”). If they are in a party-dominant district and a member of the dominant pa
then they will get the party-dominant primary grant amount. Candidates who hayg
opposition in a primary or in the general election at the time they are approveg
grant will receive the unopposed general election grant because that amoug
LAPIG in such a case, since the unopposed grant amount is lower than the g
grant they would obtain if they were faced with a primary.

Once the Secretary of the State finalizes the ballots for candidates in multiple town
districts and Commission staff has had the opportunity to contact all of the town clerks
in the case of candidates in single town districts, the Commission will be able to release
the remainder of the full grant amount, if appropriate. In past cycles, this has occurred
during the first half of July. For those candidates who are unopposed in the general
election at the time they are approved for a grant, the Commission will be ready to /
adjust your grant amount if you later gain a minor party or petitioning party opponent. ,
Please be assured that the Commission is prepared, as in all previous election cycles, tor
release additional funds to your campaign should the ballot indicate that is appropriate.

April Quarterly Filing Due Monday, April 11, 2022

The filing period for the April quarterly report (April 10 Filing) commenced April 1, 2022 and ends April 11, 2022. All
state central committees, town committees, political committees, and open candidate committees* must file this
report regardless of financial activity. The filing must cover the period starting with the first day after the period
covered by the last filing through March 31, 2022. Please note that committees that registered on or after April 1,
2022 are not required to file the April quarterly statement unless they had financial activity that occurred on or
before March 31, 2022.

As always, please review the posted Filing Calendars on our website for more details.
*Special election candidate committees are not required to file this report.
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In March, three dedicated staff members retired after many years of state service.

Agency Information Technology Manager Douglas Frost worked for the State for 23 years, working at
the Department of Information Technology and several other agencies from 1999 until he began his
time with SEEC in 2015. Doug was also a decorated firefighter in his prior years and had some in-office
heroics which can be read about in the Staff Spotlights of prior newsletters — here and here.

Information Technology Analyst Amjad Mahmood worked for the State for over 37 years. Amjad
began his career with the State in 1984 at the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research at the
University of Connecticut before moving to the Department of Public Health in 1992. He was then at
DPH until he joined the SEEC staff in 2006. At SEEC, Amjad was an expert at extracting critical data
from our databases and managing our virtual service infrastructure, but many of you may know him
from speaking to him over the years when calling the eCRIS Help Desk.

Disclosure and Audit Director Linda Waterman served the State for nearly 15 years. Linda began
her career with the State at SEEC in 2007 as an accounts examiner. She left the agency in 2012 for a
promotion at the Department of Children and Families and returned to SEEC in 2013 to take on the
role of Audit Director. Linda spent many years as a chef prior to pursuing her accounting career and
the staff benefited from her always delicious breads, cookies, and scones.

The Commission thanks Doug, Amjad, and Linda for their time and dedication to the State and to
SEEC. The staff will miss them very much.
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CONTACT US$

SEEC Main Line:
860-256-2940
Email: seec@ct.gov

SEEC Candidate Services Unit:

860-256-2985

Email: publicfinance@ct.gov

SEEC Compliance Unit:

860-256-2925

Email: seec.compliance@ct.gov

eCRIS Help Desk:
860-256-2930

Email: seec.ecris.info@ct.gov
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In January, Staff Attorney Ryan Burns left

the agency to pursue another employment
opportunity. In February, Catherine Santiago
joined the agency as a fiscal administrative
officer and in March, Joyce Figueroa joined as
an office assistant. The Commission and staff
thank Attorney Burns for his seven years of
service to the agency and wish a warm
welcome to Catherine and Joyce!

The Commission and staff also wish to
congratulate Human Resources Generalist
Charla Vincent on the birth of her second
child.
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