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Early voting has started
In Connecticut for the first time!

Learn About Early Voting here.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Early-Voting/Early-Voting

April Quarterly Filing Due Wednesday, April 10,

The filing period for the April quarterly report (April 10 Filing)
commenced April 1, 2024 and ends April 10, 2024. All state central
committees, town committees, political committees, and open
candidate committees must file this report regardless of financial
activity. The filing must cover the period starting with the first day
after the period covered by the last filing through March 31, 2024.

Please note that committees that registered on or after April 1, 2024
are not required to file the April quarterly statement unless they had 7
financial activity that occurred on or before March 31, 2024. f

,/ e
As always, please review the posted Filing Calendars on our website * "
for more details. I i

Town Committees and State Central
Committees: Remind Candidates to Register!

If your committee has endorsed candidates for the General Assembly, please advise the
candidates, if they have not done so already, that they must register with the State
Elections Enforcement Commission within ten (10) days of achieving ballot access.
Candidates registering timely within this ten-day window avoid $100.00 late registration
penalty.

Candidates may register using a SEEC Form 1 electronically through eCRIS.

The process is easy to complete and can be done from home. A video on registering a new
committee on eCRIS is available here. The candidate, treasurer, and deputy treasurer,

if applicable, use their eCRIS accounts and follow simple step-by-step instructions. If you do
not already have an eCRIS account, you may set one up by going to the eCRIS homepage
and selecting “Sign Up for eCRIS Account” under “How to Get Started.”

Candidates may also deliver or mail an original SEEC Form 1 to the State Elections
Enforcement Commission at 55 Farmington Avenue, 8th Floor, Hartford, CT 06105.

The SEEC Form 1 can be found here. Please contact the State Elections Enforcement
Commission at 860-256-2985 if you have any questions about registering as a candidate.
Candidates requiring assistance to register electronically may call the eCRIS Help Line

at 860-256-2930 during and after business hours.
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/filingcalendars
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/training/eCRIStraining
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/eCRIS/eCRISlanding
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/forms/RegForms/SEECForm1rvSeptember2016.pdf

Changes to the Law Regarding
Organization Expenditures

Public Act 23-205 was passed and signed into law last year. Among
the changes made by that Act were several to the definition of
“organization expenditure” (General Statutes § 9-601 (25)).

Perhaps the change that will affect the most committees is the
change to the type of event that committees can pay for to support
CEP candidates. Formerly, committees could host and pay for events
only if the candidate was present. At those events the candidate
could fundraise for their own committee. The change to the law
now provides that the candidate does not have to be present,

but only their campaign materials need to be present, and now

no fundraising can take place at the events. Now if a candidate
committee and a town committee, for example, want to host a joint
event at which the candidate solicits funds for themselves, this can
no longer be considered an organization expenditure for which the
town committee pays, but must be structured as a joint event
where each committee pays its pro rata share of the costs.

Another change is that committees may now pay for the services
of any individual to assist the CEP candidate’s campaign, not just
“advisors” for “organization, financing, accounting, strategy, law
or media.” The individuals can be door-knockers, envelope-lickers,
or van drivers—anyone who is helping the campaign for wages.

Additionally, the Public Act now permits aggregating the allowable
amounts for organization expenditures if a written agreement

exists between the treasurers of legislative leadership and caucus
committees. The joint submission of this written agreement to the
State Elections Enforcement Commission (SEEC) ensures compliance
with the stipulated regulations. These committees may also
reimburse each other for these purposes. This includes shared
expenses incurred for operating campaign headquarters, preparing
and disseminating political communications, and other contractual
obligations.
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As the Citizens’ Election Program (CEP)
season begins anew, we have been
receiving numerous inquiries about
how town committees (and other
party committees), legislative caucus
committees, and legislative leadership
committees can assist CEP candidates.
Because of these questions, and the
recent changes to the law regarding
organization expenditures, SEEC staff
thought it valuable to review how town
committees, and leadership and caucus
committees can—and cannot—support
CEP candidates.

It is essential to keep in mind that

the CEP requires candidates to
demonstrate substantial public
support. One important facet of this

is that CEP candidates must raise

their own funds. They cannot have
assistance raising funds from other
committees.

Candidates qualify for the program

by raising a small dollar amount from
individuals, primarily those residing in
the candidate’s district. CEP candidates
are bound by specific requirements,
including contribution and expenditure
limits. One such restriction is that they
cannot receive in-kind contributions—
like fundraising assistance—from
other committees. The organization
expenditures that certain committees
can provide do NOT include assistance

The total dollar amount of what each party, legislative leadership or caucus committee may spend on

with fundraising.

organization expenditures was not changed by Public Act 23-205, but the amounts have been updated this year
due to inflation. Each committee may now make up to $14,200 in organization expenditures for senate candidates
and up to $4,970 in organization expenditures for state representative candidates during the campaign.
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Chairperson Appointments May Be Amended on eCRIS

Attention Town Committees, State Central Committees, and all Political Committees:

If your committee has a new chairperson, the committee registration can now be amended on eCRIS!

Once the new chairperson has an eCRIS username and password, they can select “Assume the Chairperson Role
for an Existing Committee” from the Member Home page.

You will then be given an opportunity to verify/edit your residential address to ensure it is correct on the updated
registration. After verifying or editing your residential address, you can select your committee from the list and
submit a request for approval. Notice of the requested change will be sent to the chairperson, treasurer and,

if applicable, deputy treasurer using the email addresses for them currently on file in eCRIS and SEEC staff will
approve or reject the chairperson’s request.

When approved, the new chairperson can amend the registration, adding or deleting the treasurer and/or deputy
treasurer when relevant. To designate a new treasurer or deputy treasurer, they will need eCRIS accounts and
you will need to know their eCRIS usernames, email address, and telephone numbers. Once the chairperson
enters this information into the amended registration and submits the registration for certification, the treasurer
and deputy treasurer will need to certify the registration. Email notifications are sent to treasurers and deputy
treasurers once it’s time to certify a registration. After they certify it, the chairperson can certify and submit for
SEEC approval. Once the registration is “Pending Approval,” SEEC staff will perform final verifications, such as
treasurer and deputy treasurer voter status, etc., and approve the registration.

If you need assistance, please call our eCRIS Help Desk at 860-256-2930.

Consider Your Committee Name Carefully!

CEP candidate committees are required to have a federal employer identification number (EIN) affiliated
with their committee bank account as this number will be used to transfer the grant funds from the State
into the committee’s account and when these numbers don’t match the committee name it can cause
issues.

Returning candidates are encouraged to change their committee name each year (Smith 2022 rather than
Smith for the 22nd) and obtain a new EIN each cycle, which is an easy process that can be done online
through the IRS website. We have found that treasurers and campaign staff have an easier time keeping
track of documentation for each campaign cycle when the committee names are different. It is also much
easier for the State’s financial processing systems to issue payments to campaigns when they have

a different name and EIN for each cycle.

Once a committee registers with SEEC, it cannot change its name. If a candidate still chooses to use the
same committee name and the same EIN they used in the prior cycle, please be sure the new committee’s
name matches the previous committee’s name exactly. Make sure that you have all of the documentation
from the old EIN number that the bank may require to allow you to open a bank account with that
committee name before you file a SEEC Form 1 with the old name. Committee names may not be changed
once the SEEC Form 1 is filed.
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~ Pre-Application Reviews for CEP
General Assemhly Campaigns

The Commission is offering one more opportunity for
General Assembly campaigns to submit documentation

for a pre-application review (PAR) of potential qualifying
contributions if they have raised the qualifying contribution
threshold. This is a great opportunity for campaigns, as the
Commission has seen that this early review program greatly
increases the likelihood that campaigns will avoid continu-
ances during the grant application season which begins in
late May.

Committees who are interested in a PAR must submit their
materials between April 1st and April 10th along with their
April quarterly filing. Please contact your elections officer
if you are interested in coming in for a PAR to schedule an
appointment.

2024 CEP Grant Application
Deadlines

The 2024 CEP grant application calendars are now available.

The calendars list the weekly grant application deadline
dates and the corresponding Commission meeting dates.
The General Assembly grant application calendar can be
found here.

When you are ready to apply for a grant, make an appoint-
ment with your elections officers! He or she will walk you

through all of your next steps and the required documents to
prepare and bring with you. We also encourage you to begin

reviewing the grant application review checklist to make

sure you have all things in order when it comes time for your

appointment. Please note that we are located at

55 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105. A conference
room is available to us on the first floor of the building in
order to facilitate our appointments.
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We have guides now available for
General Assembly candidates, one
for those planning to participate in
the Citizens’ Election Program and
one for those who are not planning
to participate, as well as a guide
for candidates running for judge of
probate. All guides and
addendums may be found here.
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/Publications/PubLanding
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/CEP/news/2024GrantApplicationCalendar.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/CEP/news/2024GARChecklist.pdf
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ounts - LAPIG

For candidate committees applying early in the CEP season, please keep ‘ind that the
Commission awards a partial initial grant until it is certain whether a campaign is entitled .

.
g

- Candidates for whom we have documentation establishing that they will have an opp‘ nentin
the general election but for whom we do not know whether there will be a primary receive the
primary grant amount, since it is lesser than the general election grant amount; therefore, it is
the lesser applicable partial initial grant amount (“LAPIG”). If they are in a party-dominant district
and a member of the dominant party, then they will get the party-dominant primary grant
amount. Candidates who have no opposition in a primary or in the general election at the time
they are approved for a grant will receive the unopposed general election grant because that
amount is the LAPIG in such a case, since the unopposed grant amount is lower than the primary
grant they would obtain if they face a primary.

Once the Secretary of the State finalizes the ballots for candidates in multiple town districts

and Commission staff has had the opportunity to contact all of the town clerks in the case of
candidates in single town districts, the Commission will be able to release the remainder of the
full grant amount, if appropriate. In past cycles, this has occurred during the first half of July.

For those candidates who are unopposed in the general election at the time they are approved
for a grant, the Commission will be ready to adjust your grant amount if you later gain a minor
party or petitioning party opponent. Please be assured that the Commission is prepared, as in all
previous election cycles, to release additional funds to your campaign should the ballot indicate
that is appropriate.
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CONTACT US Staff Spotlight

SEEC Main Line:

860-256-2940 In March, Elections Officer
Email: seec@ct.gov Paul Brady left the agency to
pursue another employment
opportunity. In February,
SEEC Candidate Services Unit: Melissa Moore-Ward joined the

860-256-2985 agency as our newest Elections
Officer. The Commission and

Email: public.finance@ct.gov

staff thank Paul for his service
to the agency and wish a warm
welcome to Melissa!

SEEC Compliance Unit:
860-256-2925
Email: seec.compliance@ct.gov The Commission and staff also
wish to congratulate Staff
Attorney Aaron Charney on the
eCRIS Help Desk: birth of his second child.

860-256-2930 L

Email: seec.ecris.info@ct.gov
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