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Raising Funds Online?

If you have recently registered a committee for the 2024 election cycle or plan
to do so soon, and you are planning to collect contributions online, please
don’t forget to have your website promptly reviewed by SEEC staff. We are
here to help your campaign start off on the right foot! Please contact our
Candidate Services Unit at 860-256-2985 to set up a review of your site today!
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January Quarterly Filing Due Wednesday, January 10, 2024

The filing period for the January quarterly report (January 10 Filing) commenced January 1, 2024
and ends January 10, 2024. All state central committees, town committees, political committees,
and open candidate committees* must file this report regardless of financial activity. The filing
must cover the period starting with the first day after the period covered by the last filing
through December 31, 2023.

Please note that committees that registered on or after January 1, 2024 are not required to file
the January quarterly statement unless they had financial activity that occurred on or before De-
cember 31, 2023. Committees that registered before January 1 must file, regardless of whether
or not they have begun raising and spending funds.

* Special election candidate committees are not required to file this report. Those committees
follow this calendar.

2024 CEP Virtual Trainings—Save the Date!

February 20, 2024, 6-8 pm March 11, 2024, Noon—1 pm
February 22, 2024, 6-8 pm March 14, 2024, 6-8 pm
February 29, 2024, 6-8 pm March 18, 2024, Noon - 1 pm

March 19, 2024, 6-8 pm

Call us for an invite! Updates to the schedule can be found here.
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/filingCalendars/2024/January2024SpecialElectionCandidateCommitteeFilingCalendar.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/Training/CEPrainingSchedule
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New Committees — Please
Register Electronically! Riso—Consider Your

2024 candidates and new chairpersons — please register your
committees electronically through eCRIS and avoid a trip to CEP candidate committees are required
to have a federal employer identification

_ _ i . number (EIN) affiliated with their
Registering electronically eliminates the need to come to Hartford [ T A SRS

Hartford or being left wondering when the mail was delivered!

to drop off the registration which saves you time and energy. It will be used to transfer the grant funds

also saves on postage costs and worrying about whether your from the State into the committee’s

account. When these numbers don’t

registration will arrive timely with respect to the ten-day window . .
match the committee name it can cause

to register, especially with the current unpredictability of the e
mail. Furthermore, it takes away the need to travel to your treas-

urer and deputy treasurer to obtain their signatures. Finally, pro- Returning candidatesareleNEEIIEHEN

cessing paper registrations is time-intensive for Commission staff change their committee name each year

at an already busy time for us as we gear up for 2024. (Smith 2022 rather than Smith for the
22nd) and obtain a new EIN each cycle,

which is an easy process that can be

Recently, we have had more and more committees register done online through the IRS EEt I

through eCRIS. The process is easy to complete and can be done have found that treasurers and campaign

from home. A video on registering a new committee on eCRIS is staff have an easier time keeping track of

documentation for each campaign

available here. The candidate, treasurer, and deputy treasurer, )
I cycle when the committee names are

if applicable, use their eCRIS accounts and follow simple step-by- different. It is alsORRUCH CaCICIE TR

step instructions. If you do not already have an eCRIS account, State’s financial processing systems to

you may set one up by going to the eCRIS homepage and se- Issue;paymentsiteleaiEeien RN IR

have a different name and EIN for each

lecting “Sign Up for eCRIS Account” under “How to get Started.” eyl

The elections officers and the IT helpdesk are also available if you Once a committee registers with SEEC,

have any issues. Please don’t hesitate to use this safe and it cannot change its name. If a candidate
convenient form of registration! still chooses to use the same committee
name and the same EIN they used in the
prior cycle, please be sure the new

committee’s name matches the previous

committee’s name exactly.
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https://seec.ct.gov/eCRIS/v2.0/Help/RegisterNewCommittee.mp4
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/eCRIS/eCrisLanding
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Important Information for 2024 Candidates
Interested in Participating in the GEP

The 2024 Guide for General Assembly Candidates Participating in the Citizens’ Election Program
will be released in February 2024 after the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for December 2023
becomes available as this impacts the qualifying thresholds, maximum qualifying contribution
amounts, grant amounts, and organization expenditure limits that will be set out in the Guide.
Older CEP guides remain available on our Publications page. A guidebook for General Assembly
Candidates Not Participating in the Citizens’ Election Program candidates will also be available by
February.

At this time, Commission staff would like to address the following issues:

Maximum Qualifying Contribution Amount

Statewide office and General Assembly candidates interested in participating in the CEP are
recommended to raise maximum qualifying contributions of $250 until the CPI adjustments
become available in early 2024. The maximum qualifying contribution amount cannot
statutorily dip below $250. When the maximum contribution amount increases, the campaign
can always go back to the contributor and raise the difference. For example, if a contributor
gave you $250 and the maximum amount gets adjusted to $300, you can ask them later if they
would like to give an additional $50 to the campaign.

For candidates who raise contributions of $290 at this time, which was the CPI-adjusted amount
the last time the Program ran in 2022, please be aware that in the unlikely event the maximum
amount gets adjusted below $290, the committee will have to refund the overage before
applying for a grant if they want the contribution to potentially qualify.

(Remember: Communicator lobbyists are limited to $100 and cannot give during legislative
session. Cash contributions are also limited to $100 in the aggregate and exploratory
committees of candidates considering the office of state representative are limited to individual
contributions of $250, which is not adjusted for CPI.)
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/Publications/PubLanding.aspx
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SEEC Form CEP 10 - Early Submission Can Lead to Problems Later

To all 2024 Candidates for General Assembly looking to participate in the Citizens'
Election Program: Please hold off on submitting your SEEC FORM CEP 10 (Affidavit of
Intent to Abide by Expenditure Limits and Other Program Requirements) until after your
nominating convention or official notice that you have achieved ballot access.
Candidates who will be in a primary have until 4:00 pm on July 19, 2024 to file their CEP
10 while general election only candidates have until 4:00 pm on September 26, 2024.

Candidates must declare a party status when filing the CEP 10. A candidate who
changes his or her party status after filing the CEP 10 because he or she achieves ballot
access through a different party or by petitioning onto the general election ballot will
no longer be eligible to apply for a Program grant. (For example, if you submit your CEP
10 indicating “Democrat” as your party status but then do not qualify for that primary
ballot, you will not be able to participate in the public financing program if you gain
ballot access by being nominated by the Independent, Green, Working Families or
another party or if you decide to petition on to the general election ballot.)

If you wait to submit your CEP 10 until after you absolutely know how you are getting
on the ballot, you will be able to participate in the Program under whichever party
designation has gotten you onto the ballot. Prior to submitting the CEP 10, you should
still fundraise consistent with CEP regulations and you can tell your voters, campaign
team and the media that you are participating in the Program.

SEEC Form CEP 12 - Early Submission Recommended

Staff recommends that you file your SEEC FORM CEP 12 sooner rather than later. Please
try to complete CEP 12 penny tests soon after the committee registers and opens a bank
account. It saves time later and avoids delays when the grants are awarded!
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Pre-Application Reviews for CEP General
Assemhbly Campaigns

For General Assembly candidates planning to participate
in the Citizens’ Election Program during the 2024
election season, the Commission is once again offering
voluntary opportunities to submit documentation for

a pre-application review (PAR) of potential qualifying
contributions for those committees that have raised

the qualifying contribution threshold. This is a great
opportunity for campaigns, as the Commission has seen
that this early review program greatly increases the like-
lihood that campaigns will avoid continuances during
the grant application season which begins in late May.
Communications will be coming to all registered com-
mittees with detailed instructions.
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' CEP participating treasurers: Within your eCRIS
Reporting Homepage for your 2024 candidate
committee, there will be additional non-standard
reports available for you to tailor your reporting
Check out the Tips and schedule to accommodate a PAR.
Tricks for Treasurers |
and Other CEP Dates to Submit SEEC 30 Period Covered
Online Tr.ammg February 1-13, 2024 1/1/24 to 1/31/24
Modules which can be )
1-11, 202 1/1/2 2/29/2
T [, Marc ,2024 /1/24 to 2/29/24
April 1-10, 2024 1/1/24 to 3/31/24
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/training/ceponlinetraining
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Town Committee Primaries Coming Up!

Each candidate for town committee member in a March 5, 2024 town
committee primary is required to comply with the registration and
financial reporting provisions of Connecticut’s campaign finance laws

as contained in Chapter 155 of the General Statutes. The State Elections
Enforcement Commission has prepared this list of frequently asked
guestions that highlights the basic requirements pertaining to candidates
in a primary for town committee member. This FAQ also contains the
filing calendar you must follow. Generally, these candidates have the
same disclosure and reporting obligations as candidates for election to
a state or municipal public office. Please note that a candidate who is
involved in a town committee primary and who does not file the
required registration form with the Town Clerk, as fully explained in this
fact sheet, will be responsible for mandatory penalties.

New Committee Members —
Please Register Electronically!

Town committee primaries may cause an influx of new members,
including treasurers and new chairpersons — please amend your
committee registration electronically through eCRIS! The process is easy
to complete and can be done from home. A video on registering a new
committee (or amending an existing committee registration) on eCRIS is
available . The candidate, treasurer, and deputy treasurer, if appli-
\ cable, use their eCRIS accounts and follow simple step-by-step instruc-
tions. If you do not already have an eCRIS account, you may set one up
by going to the eCRIS homepage and selecting “Sign Up for eCRIS Ac-
count” under “How to get Started.” The elections officers and the IT
helpdesk are also available if you have any issues. Please don’t hesitate
to use this safe and convenient form of registration!
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https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/FactSheets/2024TownCommitteePrimaryFactSheet.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/FactSheets/2024TownCommitteePrimaryFactSheet.pdf
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/FactSheets/2024TownCommitteePrimaryFactSheet.pdf
seec.ct.gov/eCRIS/v2.0/Help/RegisterNewCommittee.mp4

CONTACT US$

SEEC Main Line:
860-256-2940
Email: seec@ct.gov

SEEC Candidate Services Unit:
860-256-2985
Email: public.finance@ct.gov

SEEC Compliance Unit:
860-256-2925
Email: seec.compliance@ct.gov

eCRIS Help Desk:
860-256-2930
Email: seec.ecris.info@ct.gov
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Recently, Ryan White, our Director of
Information Technology, left the agency
to pursue another employment
opportunity. We also lost our favorite
(and only) Secretary, Joyce Figueroq, to
another job opportunity as well. Thank
you and good luck to Ryan and Joyce!

SEEC did gain one new Elections Officer
in Ashley Socquet, and two new
Accounting Careers Trainees, Kyla Hub-
bard and Saadah Junood. Welcome
aboard! And we will also have a new
Staff Attorney starting in January,
Maryam M.K. Bitar. Welcome Attorney
Bitar!
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