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The filing period for the January quarterly report (January 10 Filing) commenced January 1, 2026 

and ends January 12, 2026.  All state central committees, town committees, political committees, 

and open candidate committees* must file this report regardless of financial activity. The filing 

must cover the period starting with the first day after the period covered by the last filing through 

December 31, 2025. 

Please note that committees that registered on or after January 1, 2026, are not required to file 

the January quarterly statement unless they had financial activity that occurred on or before  

December 31, 2025. 

As always, please review the posted Filing Calendars on our website for more details. 

* Special election candidate committees are not required to file this report.

https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/filingcalendars
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The Council on Governmental Ethics Laws (COGEL) 

is a professional organization for government 

agencies and other organizations working in ethics, 

elections, freedom of information, lobbying, and 

campaign finance. SEEC staff have been attending 

the annual COGEL conference for many years. This 

year, the conference was held in Atlanta and was 

attended by Salman Munir, SEEC’s Director of 

Campaign Disclosure and Audit, and Shannon Clark 

Kief, SEEC’s Legal Compliance Director. Salman 

participated in the panel called “Danger Zone: 

Current Public Financing Challenges” where he 

discussed legislative threats, audit compliance, and 

stakeholder concerns. Exciting! Shannon presented 

on the topic of “Where is the Line? Examining When 

Advice Intersects with Enforcement.”  Both are 

respected experts in their fields and we’re proud 

of them both.  
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SEEC STAFF PRESENTS AT COGEL 

March 1, 2026 Town 

Committee Primary Fact 

Sheet Now Available 

Here 

If you would like to receive  

automated notices about  

independent expenditures  

being made in Connecticut or  

be informed when SEEC will be 

issuing new Declaratory Rulings 

or Advisory Opinions, please let 

us know and we’ll include you 

on our notice lists.  

Email seec.compliance@ct.gov 

to be included! 

Get Added to Our 

Notice Lists 

https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/Publications/FactSheets/2026TownCommitteePrimaryFactSheet.pdf
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New Committees – Please Register Electronically! 

New candidates and new chairpersons – please register your committees electronically 

through eCRIS and avoid a trip to Hartford or being left wondering when the mail was  

delivered! 

Registering electronically eliminates the need to come to Hartford to drop off the registra-

tion. This saves you time and energy.  It also saves on postage costs and worrying about 

whether your registration will arrive timely with respect to the ten-day window to register.  

Furthermore, it takes away the need to travel to your treasurer and deputy treasurer to  

obtain their signatures.  Finally, processing paper registrations is time-intensive for  

Commission staff at an already busy time for us as we gear up for 2026. 

 

The process is easy to complete and can be done from home.  A video on registering a  

new committee on eCRIS is available here.  The candidate, treasurer, and deputy treasurer,  

if applicable, use their eCRIS accounts and follow simple step-by-step instructions.  If you 

do not already have an eCRIS account, you may set one up by going to the eCRIS homepage 

and selecting “Sign Up for eCRIS Account” under “How to Get Started.”  The elections  

officers and the IT helpdesk are also available if you have any issues.  Please don’t hesitate 

to use this safe and convenient form of registration! 

 

Tips for Treasurers from Treasurers and Other Online Training Modules 

We have our popular online training videos available for  you to watch at your convenience.   

We are currently working on revising them for 2026 but the first two – Introduction and Tips  

and Tricks for Treasurers from Treasurers – are available now and can be found here.  We will  

be updating the remaining modules in the next few months so please check back periodically. 
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https://seec.ct.gov/eCRIS/v2.0/Help/RegisterNewCommittee.mp4
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/training/ceponlinetraining
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The 2026 Guide for Statewide Office and General Assembly Candidates 

Participating in the Citizens’ Election Program 

The 2026 Guide for Statewide Office and General Assembly Candidates Participating in the Citizens’ Election 
Program will be released in February 2026 after the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for December 2025  
becomes available; at that time the grant amounts and organization expenditure limits will be adjusted. 
Older CEP guides remain available on our Publications page. Guidebooks for Statewide Office and General 
Assembly Candidates Not Participating in the Citizens’ Election Program and Judge of Probate candidates 
will also be available by February. 
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Important Notice About 2026 Individual Contribution Amounts and  

Qualifying Contribution Amounts for General Assembly CEP Candidates  

For the 2026 election, SEEC has adjusted the maximum individual contribution amounts  

to $340. The thresholds collecting qualifying contributions for 2026 are $20,100 for state senator and 

$6,700 for state representative. See our notice here.   

Pre-Application Reviews for CEP General Assembly Campaigns 

For General Assembly candidates planning to participate in the Citizens’ Election Program during the 2026 

election season, the Commission is once again offering voluntary opportunities to submit documentation 

for a pre-application review (PAR) of potential qualifying contributions for those committees that have 

raised the qualifying contribution threshold plus an adequate buffer.  This is a great opportunity for  

campaigns, as the Commission has seen that this early review program greatly increases the likelihood that 

campaigns avoid continuances during the grant application season which begins in late May.    

 

Communications will be coming to all registered committees with detailed instructions. We're putting the 

finishing touches on the 2026 PAR Calendar — stay tuned for its release! 

 

CEP participating treasurers: Within your eCRIS Reporting Homepage for your 2026 candidate committee, 

there will be additional non-standard reports available for you to tailor your reporting schedule to  

       accommodate a PAR. 

https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/Publications/PubLanding
https://seec.ct.gov/Portal/data/CEP/news/CEPNumbersFactsheetGA.pdf
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We celebrate the following staff 

members for their years of state 

service: 
Lead Legal Investigator  

Gilberto Oyola – 30 years 

DP Technical Analyst  

Richard Bramande – 25 years 

Staff Attorney  

Kevin Ahern – 10 years 

Staff Attorney  

Joshua Foley – 10 years 

Paralegal Specialist  

Evelyn Gratacos – 10 years 

Associate Accounts Examiner  

Salman Munir – 10 years 

Information Technology Analyst  

Geetha Natarajan – 10 years 

Disclosure and Audit Director  

Linda Waterman – 10 years 
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Staff Spotlight 

Sadly, in October, Accounts Examiner Patrick Dotse departed SEEC  
for a promotion elsewhere. He was a great co-worker, and extremely 
knowledgeable about international soccer. He will be missed. 
 
Later that month, on Halloween, October 31, Nathan Diaz-Rolon joined 
SEEC as an Information Technology Analyst. Spooky! Welcome Nathan!  
 
In November, we also welcomed our new IT Manager, Irene Jeremic.  
She is already doing an outstanding job. Mario Borelli joined our  
Enforcement team as Staff Attorney 2 and Cynthia Ortiz started at SEEC  
as our long-needed Administrative Assistant. Welcome Irene, Mario and 
Cynthia!  
 
Also, in November, Interim Director and General Counsel Clare Kindall 
left the agency after having taken the reins when our former executive 
director abruptly retired. She did an amazing job and we are all grateful 
for her service! Thank you and good luck to you Clare! 
 
Attorney William Smith was promoted from Staff Attorney 3 to become 
our Enforcement Program Director. Congratulations Will! 
 
In December, SEEC welcomed a new Elections Officer—Kaitlin Flynn. 
Among other important duties, she’ll be co-editing this newsletter!  
Welcome Kaitlin!  
 
Finally, in other big news, in December, Ryan J. Burns started as the  
new Executive Director and General Counsel. Welcome Ryan! 
 
It’s been a busy three months at your favorite elections watchdog  
agency. 

 

SEEC Main Line:                         

 860-256-2940      

Email: seec@ct.gov 

 

SEEC Candidate Services Unit:          

860-256-2985      

Email: public.finance@ct.gov 

 

SEEC Compliance Unit:              

860-256-2925      

Email: seec.compliance@ct.gov 

 

eCRIS Help Desk:                      

860-256-2930       

Email: seec.ecris.info@ct.gov 

CONTACT US 
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