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FINAL DEADLINE TO JOIN LANDMARK PUBLIC  

FINANCING PROGRAM FAST APPROACHING 
 

HARTFORD, CT – September 24, 2012 – The State Elections Enforcement Commission (the “Commission”) 

reported today that the participation in Connecticut’s landmark public financing program (the “CEP”) has  

already exceeded past years’ participation.  In 2008, an astonishing 250 candidates (approximately 73 percent 

of the total candidates) running for General Assembly seats elected to use the voluntary Program.  In 2010, 

252 (approximately 70 percent of the total candidates) running for General Assembly seats elected to use the 

Program.  To date, 268 candidates already have joined the Citizens’ Election Program for the 2012 election.   

Candidates have only until this Thursday to join the CEP for this year’s election. 

 
“Participation by candidates in the 2012 election has been outstanding,” said Michael J. Brandi, Executive  

Director and General Counsel of the Commission.  “It’s a voluntary program, so it only works if candidates 

join and agree to play by the Program’s rules,” he said.  These rules include accepting small dollar contribu-

tions from individual human beings, and nothing from political committees, state contractors, businesses,  

unions or other special interests.  Said Brandi, “The fact that more people are using the Program than ever 

shows that public financing has really taken root in Connecticut.  It’s very encouraging.”  

 

The final deadline for participation in the CEP is imminent.  Candidates have until 4 P.M. September 27 (this 

Thursday) to file their Affidavit of Intent to Abide by Expenditure Limits and Other Program Requirements 

(SEEC Form CEP 10).  The final deadline for grant applications is Friday, October 12.  Only candidates who 

have filed their Form 10 by September 27, however, will be eligible to apply for a grant.  The Commission 

strongly encourages candidates who wish to participate to file immediately.   

 

This is the third election cycle in which General Assembly candidates can use the public financing program.  
To date, 74 percent of sitting legislators have come to office using the Program.  In addition, all of the  
candidates currently elected to statewide offices participated in the voluntary Program. 
 

The Citizens’ Election Program is a groundbreaking program that allows qualifying candidates for the General 

Assembly and statewide offices to receive full public financing.  The CEP was designed, in part, to reduce the 

influence of special interests in state politics, and it has done so to a remarkable degree in just two full election 

cycles.  

 

For more information please contact Joshua Foley at joshua.foley@ct.gov. 
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