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CITIZENS’ ELECTION PROGRAM SETTING RECORDS, 

OVERALL NUMBER, WOMEN GETTING GRANTS 
 

HARTFORD, CT – August 29, 2018 – The State Elections Enforcement Commission (the “Commission”)  

has already had more applications for Citizens’ Election Program (“CEP”) grants than in any previous election 

cycle, with more than six weeks to go. To date, there have been 317 applications for CEP grants; the previous 

record was 288, set in 2014. This reflects increases in both statewide and General Assembly 2018 totals (17 

and 300, respectively), over the 2014 totals (12 and 276, respectively). In 2010, the first statewide election 

year under the CEP, there were 263 applications (12 and 251, respectively), showing a steady upward trend in 

CEP applications during statewide election cycles.  To date, 243 grants have been awarded in 2018.  

 

Additionally, more women candidates have received grants this year than in any time in the past, with 101 

grants already awarded. The previous high was in 2014, when 80 women candidates applied and were award-

ed grants. Another 14 applications by such candidates have been submitted, bringing the total to 115 women 

candidates who have applied for grants, or 44% more than in any prior statewide cycle, with more than six 

weeks to go until the final application deadline. 

 

Prior to the August 14 primary, there was 375% increase in the number of statewide primary grants awarded 

(15) over the 2010 and 2014 cycles (4 each).  Overall, when combined with grants for the General Assembly, 

the Commission saw a 33% increase in the total number of primary grants awarded (53 in 2018, 40 in both 

2010 and 2014). In the primary, the overall volume of qualifying contributions submitted for review (67,610 

contributor cards) and the amount of the contributions in dollars ($3,513,766) exceeded all past election  

cycles. That represents an increase over 2014 of 89% and 108%, respectively.  “The sheer volume of statewide 

grant applications submitted this year—and all the small-dollar contributions from individuals they  

represent—is very encouraging from a CEP standpoint,” said Michael J. Brandi, Executive Director and  

General Counsel.  

 

“Some of the volume is surely attributable to the change in the law passed last December that reduced grants 

if the applications came in past the August 28th deadline. Campaigns rushed to get in under the wire, as we 

expected they would. But that doesn’t explain the uptick in the numbers of candidates and participation, or 

the number of women getting grants,” said Brandi. “Regardless, the success of the CEP this year is undeniable 

as it is being used by candidates more than ever before.”    


