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STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION  
ANNOUNCES FINAL PRIMARY GRANTS 
 

HARTFORD, CT – July 27, 2018 – The State Elections Enforcement Commission (the “Commission”)  

announced that it will make its twelfth public Citizens’ Election Program (“CEP”) grant payments of the  

season, and the final grants for the August 14, 2018 primaries.  The Commission determined that state r 

epresentative candidates Anzelmo Graziosi (R – 147th District) and Roman Khondaker (R – 116th District) 

were eligible to receive Program grants.  The Commission also determined that state senate candidate Aili 

McKeen (D – 34th District) was eligible to receive a Program grant.  By law, the Commission cannot award any 

more primary grants after July 27, or twelve business days before the primary.  

 

More CEP primary grants were awarded this year than ever before, especially for candidates to statewide  

offices. There was 375% increase in the number of statewide primary grants awarded this cycle (15) over 2010 

and 2014 cycles (4 each).  Overall, when combined with grants for the General Assembly, the Commission saw 

a 33% increase in the total number of primary grants awarded (53 in 2018, 40 in both 2010 and 2014).  

 

“The sheer volume of statewide grant applications submitted this year—and all the qualifying contributions 

they represent—is staggering,” said Michael J. Brandi, Executive Director and General Counsel. “It’s not just 

that we received more primary grant applications than ever, but it’s that they were predominantly for 

statewide candidates, who have to raise substantially more contributions to qualify. Every single one of those 

qualifying contributions needs to be thoroughly vetted by our staff.  The amount of work they have  

accomplished in such a short period of time is remarkable.” 

 

“We’ve heard complaints that our standards for review are higher this year, and that has slowed down the 

grant review process. In truth, our processes have not changed. The stats show we’ve had a lot more grants to 

review this year, and less resources to do it. Our standards for review remain high—that’s the job.  We’re not 

going to be less thorough in order to hurry grants out the door,” said Brandi. “The CEP—and the public fisc—

wouldn't be well-served by lowering our standards.” 

 

The CEP is a voluntary program that allows qualifying candidates for General Assembly and statewide  

offices to receive full, clean elections financing. To qualify for such financing, candidates must  

demonstrate they have substantial support from the public by receiving small dollar contributions, most of 

which must come from in-state or in their districts. Special interest contributions are prohibited.  


