November 7, 2025

STATE ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION APPOINTS
ATTORNEY RYAN M. BURNS AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

HARTFORD, CT — November 7, 2025 — The Connecticut State Elections Enforcement
Commission (SEEC) has voted to appoint Attorney Ryan M. Burns as its new Executive Director
and General Counsel. The appointment was made at a special meeting of the Commission on
Friday, November 7.

“I am honored to have been selected to lead this essential organization. | am excited to work
with the Commission, its staff and partners, and those that decide to run for office to ensure
the integrity of Connecticut’s elections,” said Burns.

Burns is returning to the SEEC, where he previously worked as a staff attorney from 2014
through 2022. Since that time, Burns has served as a Legal Program Director with the Depart-
ment of Consumer Protection and is currently the Deputy Legal Director of the Department of
Public Health. In his present role, he oversees that agency’s Public Health Hearing Office.

Prior to joining state service, Burns was a litigation attorney at firms in New York and Hartford.

“We are excited to commence this new chapter with Ryan,” said Stephen T. Penny, Chair of
the Commission. “Ryan’s command of election law, coupled with his prior service to the
agency, makes him uniquely qualified to serve in this critical role. Ryan is dedicated to
advancing our core mission of ensuring free, fair and clean elections. We are confident that
he will lead us well in the years to come,” Penny added.

Burns will be succeeding Interim Executive Director Clare Kindall, who has been overseeing
the SEEC since March.

“On behalf of my fellow commissioners and the entire staff, we wish to express our sincerest
gratitude to Clare for all her hard work while serving on an interim basis. She commendably
guided the agency through this period of transition and leaves the SEEC in a better place than
she found it. We cannot thank her enough,” said Penny.

Burns is a graduate of Hamilton College and Fordham Law School and lives in Simsbury with
his wife and sons.
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